CHAPTER XVI.

OPERATIONS FROM 1ST APRIL TO 3L8T JULY 1886.

THE 31st March 1886 General Prendergast vacated the com-
mand of the forces in Burma, and the Upper and Lower Burma
brigades were again separated. Brigadier-General G. S. White was
given command of the Upper Burma Field Force divided into two
brigades with head-quarters at Mandalay and Bhamo. In addition
to this there were two independent commands; one with head-
quarters at Pyinmana, and the other with head-quarters at Taung-
dwingyi.

At this time, without attempting to dictate subordinate mili-
tary arrangements from Calcutta and Simla, the Government of
India urged the desirability of first thoroughly dominating the cen-
tral area close to the main arteries of communication, and thence
gradually extending administration and jurisdiction according to
the means at disposal and the opportunities occurring. The des-
System of operations recom- Patcl]L of spasmodic and disconnected

mended by Government of India,    expeditions   into tracts which could not

be at once permanently occupied and protected was deprecated.
Such a method of procedure could only disquiet and compromise
peaceable and well-disposed villages, because, if they shdwed them-
selves at all friendly to the military detachments visiting them,
this only exposed them to subsequent ill-treatment and plunder
at the hands of rebels and dacoits as soon as the British had left.
The difficulties and dangers to health unavoidable during the hot
months of April and May were also humanely pointed out and
recommendations were made to move the troops about as little
as possible during the hottest time of the year, and to canton them
in as healthy localities as possible during the approaching rainy
season, even though this might for the moment retard the progress
of operations.
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